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San Bernardino Restorative Youth Court 
         A New Frontier in Youth Development 

Youth Services had a suc-
cessful year in imple-
menting the San Bernar-
dino Restorative Youth 
Court (SBRYC) during the 
2015-2016 school year. 
Our  youth jury facilitat-
ed by an adult judge, 
heard cases between 
September and May of 
2016. A total of 87 stu-
dents were referred to 
youth court. As of August 
2016, 56 students have 
successfully completed 
the program. Students in 

this cohort displayed dili-
gence by  admitting their 
wrongdoing and fulfilling 
their obligations set forth 
by a peer jury to repair 
the harm their miscon-
duct had caused. Moreo-
ver, 9 students are cur-
rently in the process of 
completing their peer 
assigned dispositions.  
The remaining students 
either moved to another 
district, voluntarily exited 
the program or failed to 
complete the court’s res-

toration plan.    
Plans for the 2016-2017 
school year include  in-
creasing the capacity of 
cases going through the 
SBRYC pipeline  to a 
maximum of 228 cases. 
The success of Youth 
Courts can be measured 
using a variety of varia-
bles.  One variable used 
is the recidivism rate.  In 
criminal justice, recidi-
vism refers to a re-
spondents relapse in 
repeating misconduct 

Youth Court student participant, Demetrius Thomas,  is recognized for his  involvement  in 
Youth Court and for helping his fellow peers. Pictured above (left to right): Dr. Henry Yzaguir-
re, Dr. Scott Wyatt,  Demetrius Thomas ,  Mayor  Carey Davis, Mikki Cichocki.  
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after sanctions and inter-
ventions have been  im-
posed. According to the 
National Association of 
Youth Courts, a 9% rate is 
a typical benchmark youth 
courts have used to meas-
ure success.  SBRYC had a 
recidivism rate of 14% for 
the cohort of 56 students 
who completed the pro-
gram. In other words, 8 
students out of the 56  
successful students re-
ceived a subsequent sus-
pension. Sixteen (16) stu-
dents either quit the pro-
gram voluntarily or were 
not successful. Of these  
16 students 9 received 
subsequent suspensions.  
This data suggests that  

students who do not com-
plete the program are 
nearly 4 times more likely 
to be suspended again.    
The recidivism goal for the 
2016-2017 school year is 
to achieve the national 
rate of a 9% .  
 
A primary goal of SBRYC is 
to restore the respond-
ents place back into the 
school community. This is 
accomplished through va-
riety of ways. A  peer jury 
develops a plan of action 
unique to each respond-
ent. These obligations may 
include community ser-
vice, jury duty, workshops, 
research, counseling and 
many other competency 

development activities. 
Each respondent is as-
signed a case carrier who 
monitors and supports the 
students’ progress.  Re-
spondents are required to 
complete activities that 
require many more hours 
of commitment and posi-
tive engagement by the 
respondent than he or she 
would have received from a 
suspension or other forms 
of zero tolerance methods 
of discipline.     
 
SBRYC also serves as a 
platform for students to 
positively interact with 
community leaders. For 
example, Lieutenant Brian 
Tully has volunteered as a 

“ Imagine a teenager as 

a balloon. One minute 

it’s soaring; the next it’s 

floating toward the 

ground, heading for a 

crash. But suppose 

there’s an adult standing 

nearby who is willing to 

reach out and give it a 

gentle bop to send it 

soaring again? Better 

yet, what if there are 

five adults standing in a 

circle holding a thick 

web made of yarn? The 

tighter the web, the less 

likely the balloon can 

slip through and hit the 

ground. “ 

Dr. Henry Yzaguirre leads a Socratic Seminar with Youth Court Participants during a SBRYC 
training seminar.  Students are asked open-ended question. Within the context of the discus-
sion, students listen closely to the comments of others, thinking critically for themselves, and 
articulate their own thoughts and their responses to the thoughts of others.  
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Assemblymember Jose Medina, Chairman of  the Assembly Committee on Higher Education, 
leads a discussion during a leadership academy seminar for SBRYC student participants.  

SBRYC judge. Lieutenant 
Tully has had an opportuni-
ty to share his personal edu-
cational and career journeys 
with students. Lieutenant 
Tully is a product of San Ber-
nardino City Schools and a 
graduate from California 
State University San Bernar-
dino. When asked to share 
his thoughts about his expe-
rience with SBRYC he stat-
ed, “ In my life, I had a 
teacher and a vice principal 

that saw potential in me 
and gave me an opportuni-
ty to change. I learned from 
them and they were there 
to guide me. It is my goal to 
engage students in Youth 
Court  and to show them  
how to correct their mis-
takes. It is an opportunity 
to mentor and be a counse-
lor to students. It is my pur-
pose to impact student’s 
lives in a positive direction. 
I am grateful to the hard 

working employees of the 
School District that are 
committed to Youth Court 
to provide this option to 
our students.”    It is 
through the collaboration 
and support of our commu-
nity partners, school sites 
and students that the first 
year was a success. Year 
two looks to be  even 
better!   

Lieutenant Brian Tully from the San Bernardino Police Department shares about his 
experience as a police officer and growing up in San Bernardino.  
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The Administrative Hearing Panel Members, under the 

guidance of the Department of Youth Services, serve multi-

ple roles in ensuring equitable practices and fair applica-

tion of education code related to student discipline. Youth 

Services serves as a community hub for parent and  stu-

dent voice to be heard and valued. Our guiding principles 

of equity, student advocacy, and forging positive relation-

ships with families focus our efforts in cultivating school 

connectedness for all students.  

 

 

SBCUSD  BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Mrs. Margaret Hill , President 

Mrs Abigail Medina, Vice President 

Dr. Barbara Flores 

Mr. Michael J. Gallo 

Mrs. Gwendolyn Rogers 

Mr. Danny Tillman 

Dr. Scott Wyatt 

SUPERINTENDENT’S CABINET 
 

Dale Marsden, Ed.D., Superintendent 

 

Harold J. Vollkommer, Ed.D., Deputy Superintendent 

 

Linda Bardere, APR Director, Communications/ 

Community Relations 

 

Jayne Christakos 

Chief Business Officer 

Business Services 

 

Kennon Mitchell, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent 

Educational Services Division 

 

Rachel Monarrez, Ph.D., Assistant Superintendent 

Student Services 

 

Ginger Ontiveros 

Executive Director 

Community Engagement 

 

John Peukert, Assistant Superintendent  

Facilities/Operations Division 

 
Perry Wiseman, Ed.D., Assistant Superintendent 

Human Resources Division 

 

Carla Cross 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

It’s relationships, not programs that change children…

Young people thrive when adults care about them on a one-

to-one level, and when they have a sense of belonging to a 

caring community. 


